Inequities in public
spaces

British Columbia’s
Office of the Human Rights
Commissioner

Public spaces, such as streets, parks and some online sites, are essential to people’s
ability to participate in political, social and cultural events.

Rising hate and far-right movements are making many people,
especially those from marginalized groups, feel unsafe.

2x Hate crimes in B.C. more than doubled between 2017 and 2022.

One in 10 people in B.C. experienced a hate incident during the pandemic,

S rising to one in five for Indigenous peoples and almost one in six for East

Asian people.

ﬁ One in five Canadians, including 29% of racialized people, have experienced
X some form of hate, harassment or violence online.

Hate speech and mis/disinformation contribute to threats, harassment and
@ physical attacks.

65% of people affected by hate incidents reported a loss of their sense of

safety.

Impact on marginalized groups

Police-reported hate crimes by motivation in B.C., 2017-2022
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62% of trans and non-
binary people have avoided
public spaces due to fear of
harassment.

Many racialized people
withdrew from public spaces
as hate crimes surged during
the pandemic.



A national poll of women and gender diverse youth (aged 16 to 30) found:
one in four respondents

— had been personally
targeted by online hate

one in two had witnessed it

Misinformation fuels hate and radicalization

Misinformation spreads easily online, reinforcing
prejudice and leading to real-world violence.

In 2023, 59% of Canadians said they were very or
extremely concerned about misinformation online and
43% said it was getting harder to identify misinformation
compared with three years earlier.

About BC'’s Office of the Human Rights Commissioner

Under B.C.’s Human Rights Code, B.C.’s Human Rights Commissioner is responsible for
promoting and protecting human rights in the province. Learn more about our Office at

bchumanrights.ca

This fact sheet is based on the Commissioner’s 2024 report, Rights in
Focus: Lived Realities in B.C., which highlights significant inequities and
injustices affecting B.C. residents across 10 key systems. These include
inequities in housing, the social safety net, health care, education,
employment, child welfare, criminal justice, public spaces and the family
sphere, as well as in the effects of the environmental crisis. Exploring
these systems is an important way to determine the state of human
rights in British Columbia. baseline.bchumanrights.ca/in-focus
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