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safety net

Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living. This relies on a set of
government policies and programs called the social safety net (like minimum wage and
social assistance).
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Income assistance, disability assistance
and poverty threshold, 2015-2023.

$35,000
$29,082
$30.0001 gy S0 2 Social assistance does not provide
$25,000 " enough for a basic standard of living.
$20,000 soso2 % Accessing social assistance can be
515000l Fo 5 o a difficult and traumatic process.
- 4 A Ll Disability assistance in particular
$10,0001=  seso somo involves going through complex
$5,000 medical and bureaucratic processes.
50— - - - -
2015 2017 2019 2021 2023
---- Income assistance Disability assistance

—— Poverty threshold

I8 Impact on marginalized groups

Indigenous and racialized children
face higher poverty rates.

Single mother families experience

® O
higher poverty rates (28.2%)
m compared to children in couple
families (7.9%).
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About BC'’s Office of the Human Rights Commissioner

Under B.C.’s Human Rights Code, B.C.’s Human Rights Commissioner is responsible for
promoting and protecting human rights in the province. Learn more about our Office at

bchumanrights.ca

10 key systems impacting human rights in B.C.

This fact sheet is based on the Commissioner’s 2024 report, Rights in
Focus: Lived Realities in B.C., which highlights significant inequities and
injustices affecting B.C. residents across 10 key systems. These include
inequities in housing, the social safety net, health care, education,
employment, child welfare, criminal justice, public spaces and the family
sphere, as well as in the effects of the environmental crisis. Exploring
these systems is an important way to determine the state of human
rights in British Columbia. baseline.bchumanrights.ca/in-focus
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